










When you are 228 feet long, five stories tall and 
weigh 3,200 tons, it is a little tough to slip into 
town unnoticed.

So by the time the SeaFair, a floating art exhibi-
tion hall touted as one of top five private yachts 
in the country, docked at Marina Jack just after 
8 a.m. Wednesday morning, there was already a 
curious crowd gathered on the dock, wanting to 
know more.

“It’s absolutely the pink elephant,” said Capt. 
Craig Matthews, one of two skippers who al-
ternate manning the ship (which is actually a 
pristine white), along with a permanent crew of 
seven. “It stands out. We get this a lot.”

The yacht is docked in Sarasota through Monday 
night to host “Art Sarasota,” billed as a “floating 
fine art venue.” About 30 dealers or individual 
artists, local and international, will present their 
work in the ship’s 28 custom-designed galleries 
during the daytime hours; lavish private parties 
for dealers, collectors and sponsors will take over 
in the evenings.

From here the SeaFair will cruise to exhibition 
dates in Newport, R.I., in June; Martha’s Vinyard, 
Mass., in July and August; and in September, 
Greenwich, Conn., its winter port. The ship is 
owned by David and Lee Ann Lester and their 
company, International Fine Art Expositions.

On Wednesday afternoon, as dealers were un-
packing art and shaping their exhibit spaces, 
beefy security guard Anthony McGurk — post-
ed on the dock next to the ship’s entry steps — 
was cheerfully answering the same questions 
again and again as a steady stream of onlookers 
stopped to gawk and puzzle.

“They’re trying to find out what it is, when it is, 
how big it is, who owns it,” McGurk said. “I had to 
ask her” — he points to publicity contact Ashlea 
Heck — “to bring me some brochures so I’d have 
something to give them.”

The brochures he was handing out contained 
an admission pass for two during public view-
ing hours (noon to 7 p.m., Friday through Mon-
day) and were popular items. Nearly every per-
son who took one said they were eager to get 
aboard over the weekend.

“Wow,” said Kathy LeFaivre, who works down-
town and made a point of stopping to look 
during her usual lunch hour walk with three col-
leagues. “It’s out of this world. I can’t wait to get 
in there.”

Nearby, Warren Sprick, standing with friend Su-
zanne Pifer of Michigan, gazed up toward the 
top level “Skydeck” and whistled.

“Looks to me like some serious cash,” said Sprick, 
who said the couple would be back for an inside 
view this weekend. “I used to have a boat ... a little 
smaller than this one.”

On Wednesday, however, the only people fil-
ing up and down the “gangplank” were workers 
hoisting crates with the contemporary fine art, 
glass and jewelry to be displayed. Inside, dealer 
Mark Helliar, recently of Los Angeles and formerly 
of London, was arranging his impressive collec-
tion of vintage glass pieces. Though he exhibits 
internationally, this marks his first appearance on 
the SeaFair.

“The owner is very pushy,” Helliar joked when 
asked why he’d decided to sign on for the float-

ing exhibition. “No, really, it’s fantastic. And I do 
hope to sell some art as well.”

That is a distinct possibility. Though the ample 
free admissions guarantee a good buzz and full 
galleries, the intention of the boat is to bring the 
merchandise to the money, that is, the expensive 
art to the wealthy collectors. The Lesters – who 
have been in the art exhibition business, albeit 
mostly on land, since the late ‘70s – had the $30 
million yacht custom built based on the concept 
after David Lester concluded that all the fantas-
tically affluent people in America lived or vaca-
tioned within 10 miles of a seaport.

Lee Ann Lester says it is a boom for the dealers 
as well.

“The gallery business has changed quite dra-
matically, not only through the Internet, but far 
fewer people come to galleries and the galleries 
are always struggling to find affordable rents in 
major retail districts,” she explained.

“Many of our dealers wanted to go to wealthy 
places and many of these places did not have 
a convention center or place to host them. So 
the ship really came about as an idea where we 
could create a ready made gallery system.”

The SeaFair, which launched in 2007, had some 
early setbacks, including construction delays and 
a lawsuit against the shipbuilder. But even with 
that rocky, recession-tinged beginning, it has 
great earning potential. With 12,000 square feet 
of gallery rental space, a full boat could bring in 
as much as $600,000 in a week.

Of course, there is that little question of mainte-
nance. Paying for the SeaFair’s upkeep, its crew, 
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insurance and loan payments costs $250,000 to 
$300,000 a month.

“People think we just go from glamorous port 
to glamorous port,” Matthews said. “But for every 
week we’re dressed up in our whites, there’s six 
months of painting and chipping and cleaning.”

That side will not be visible to visitors this week-
end, however. Before a collector ever steps 
aboard, the bar in the champagne and caviar 
lounge has been polished, the Brazilian wood 
and marble floors near the two elevators are 
gleaming, and the fourth floor restaurant and 
main floor coffee bar are fully stocked.

“The experience of being able to see beautiful 
art, in a luxury setting, on the water and being 
able to dine, meet dealers and view and pur-
chase art — it’s a great combination,” said Lee 
Ann Lester. “Plus, people love to be on a boat, 
even if it doesn’t go anywhere.”



    Art Sarasota generates extraordinary response for launch of 2011 
SeaFair season. A record 18,000 visitors attend innovative venue. Cuban 
Painter Antonio Guerrero among the talented artists exhibiting on this 
historic event.
    Sarasota, FL – “This is the most exciting thing to happen to Sarasota 
since Ringling brought the circus,” commented Brad Goddard of PNC Wealth 
Management and a co-sponsor of the opening evening Preview Party 
to benefit the Sarasota Museum of Art (SMOA). “This ship is incredible.” 
That was the consensus among the 2,700 guests attending Art Sarasota’s 
Thursday opening. 
    “It was a wonderful experience,”stated Sarasota Museum of Art Board 
Member, Peppi Elona. “We are happy and delighted with the exhibition and 
this special environment. It was exciting to have SeaFair come to Sarasota, 
and we can’t wait until its return.”
    Those in attendance opening night included former Metropolitan 
Museum Curator, Joanne Olian. “It was festive and elegant. When you’re 
aboard it’s very conducive to buying because you feel like you’re really away 
and on holiday.”
    The Friday morning the crowds gathered early in anticipation to board 
the 228-foot, 3,200 ton exhibition mega-yacht that set the city abuzz when it 
sailed into Sarasota the previous day. “I watched the ship pull in on the news 
and couldn’t wait to check it out. This is so exciting,” said local collector Shelly 
Bradley. The welcoming and enthusiastic response from local residents and 
community officials was overwhelming. Estelle Crawford observed, “This is 
so appropriate for Sarasota. We are a community that appreciates the arts 
as well as a whole other host of cultural aspects.” Her husband Carl Crawford 
chimed in with a grin, “and yachts.” They agreed, “It was simply spectacular.”
    In the days that followed, lines often four blocks long waited patiently 
to board the ship. David Lester of IFAE and Expoships noted “The public 
response from this very culturally oriented community was overwhelming 
– our attendance here set new records for any Seafair event! More than 
18,000- visitors attended Art Sarasota this week. ”
    Dealers found a large collector community in Sarasota and a market for 
American and international art. Among the onboard exhibitions were fine art 
glass from the United States and Italy, paintings, sculpture, and installations. 

    SeaFair’s next stop will be in Newport, RI for late June and Fourth of 
July visitors. The mega-yacht will then sail on to a two-part visit to Martha’s 
Vineyard in July and August, before ending its SeaFair summer season with a 
return to its inaugural port in Greenwich, CT, September 15th – 19th.
    Based on the success of Art Sarasota, SeaFair will adopt a similar 
exhibitor profile for Newport and Martha’s Vineyard, featuring modern and 
contemporary art, jewelry, and sculpture. The ship will host American and 
international galleries with a majority of artwork in the $3,000 to $35,000 
range with the occasional more expensive work.

About SeaFair
SeaFair is the world’s first mobile megayacht venue and the fourth largest 
privately owned yacht in the United States. Groundbreaking in scale, 
ingenuity and style, the yacht – which remains dockside during each event – 
pairs international fine art, jewelry and collectables with harbor view dining 
and special events in cities along the eastern seaboard. The $40M purpose 
built yacht was designed by internationally acclaimed yacht designer Luiz 
De Basto. At 228 feet and 2800 international tons, it is the largest ship built 
for commercial operation in the Intracoastal Waterway and requires a draft 
of only 6.5 feet allowing it to dock at small yacht facilities in central city 
locations rather than use commercial ports.

About The Organizers
This creative concept was developed by International Fine Art Expositions 
(IFAE) – a leader in organizing leading prestigious art fairs throughout the 
world. IFAE has pioneered more international fine art fairs than any global 
fair organizer since 1991, having established major fairs in Miami Beach 
(Art Miami and Miami International Art Fair), Palm Beach (The Palm Beach 
International Art & Antique Fair, American International Fine Art Fair, Palm 
Beach Town & Country, Style, and artpalmbeach) , Chicago (Art Chicago), 
New York (The New York International Fair, The New York Fine Art Fair), 
Beverly Hills (Beverly Hills International Art & Antique Fair) Dallas (Dallas 
International Art & Antique Fair) and Hong Kong (Art Asia, New Trends). 
The clientele for IFAE’s major land-based fairs include many of the most 
important galleries and collectors in the world.
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Art Sarasota generates extraordinary response for 
launch of 2011 SeaFair season



    “This becomes one of the most inter-
esting environments in Sarasota during the 
week it is here,” he said.
    For the dealers, sales are great but the 
visits to places with affluent art collectors 
are more about building future business 
than about immediate sales, Lester said.
    “They want to acquire a relationship 
with a new client -- be able to call them up 
and say, ‘I have something new for you,’” he 
said.
    Dealers pay $11,000 to $30,000 per 
week for one of the 28 galleries within the 
yacht. “They buy a week at a time, and they 
buy the markets they want,” Lester said.
    This year, he hopes to make 10 ports 
of call with the ship, possibly 20 next year.
    Though the ship cost about $30 mil-
lion to build, its high rents mean it will pay 
for itself in just a few years, he said.
    For the Lesters, being flexible and 
adapting the way the ship operates as they 
go is the key.
    Learning as they go is what the Lesters 
are all about: Their original concept, when 
the ship launched in November 2008, was 
to sell multi-million-dollar art and to al-
low only invited millionaires on board. But 
their launch occurred soon after the world 
began experiencing the most severe credit 
crunch since the Great Depression.
    The couple quickly learned that no 
one was going to pay millions for a Jackson 

Pollock that they find on a boat spending 
the next four days in town.
    But if you land in the right ports of call 
during the right times of year, it is not that 
difficult to sell a $5,000 piece of art glass. 
“So we recast it,” David Lester said.
    Sarasota is a big town for glass collect-
ing, so a number of art glass dealers signed 
up for this first stop on the Seafair’s 2011 
itinerary.
    Carlo and Anne Licopoli hail from 
Sutton, Mass., and are spending March on 
Manasota Key. Glass blown on the Venetian 
island of Murano, a center for the craft since 
the 10th century, is their thing.
    They made a reservation for Friday 
lunch aboard the ship, then made their way 
through the galleries, paying special atten-
tion to the art glass dealers, who include 
Bethe rengo Studio and 20th Century De-
signs, both of which deal in art glass.
    Mark Helliar runs 20th Century De-
signs, specializing in vintage Murano glass 
from the 1930s to 1980s, at prices ranging 
from $3,000 to $30,000.
    Making a sale or three during the 
ship’s five-day stint would be nice. But be-
yond that, he hopes to add viable clients to 
his email list, people to sell art glass to not 
just this month but for years to come.
    “Getting people to come through, 
that’s what it is all about,” Helliar said.
    For the Lesters, Sarasota is a shake-

down cruise.
    By Friday afternoon, a number of visi-
tors already had asked Lester, his wife, or 
their crew for directions to the gift shop.
    There is none, but next week David 
Lester will start building one. By the time he 
sets up for the Fourth in Rhode Island, he 
will be selling T-shirts and caps that com-
memorate the visit.
    He says he is not so much interested 
in the $25 that he can sell a shirt for. But he 
loves the idea of walking, human billboards 
for the Seafair.

SARASOTA -- Winter visitors lined up 100 
deep in the afternoon sun Friday for a 
chance to stroll the decks aboard the 
megayacht Seafair, docked at Marina Jack 
in downtown Sarasota, its first port of call 
this year as a floating art gallery.
    Friday was the first full day of busi-
ness for the ship since its original launch in 
2008 and an extensive retrofitting. Its next 
appearance is Newport, R.I., for the Fourth 
of July, with a crew of 28 mostly different 
dealers.
    David and Lee Ann Lester -- who run 
art fairs in London, Miami and Naples -- 
have seen the project through the bank-
ruptcy of two boat builders, so seeing the 
heavy turnout was vindication for their 
dream of creating the ultimate in pop-up 
retailing.
    There is nothing else like this ship 
on the water. Though it is 228 feet long, 
it draws only six and a half feet of water. 
When the Sea-Fair is docked, built-in pil-
lars are lowered to the bottom so there is 
not even the slightest movement from the 
waves of passing boats or wind. The top 
deck, now with views of Sarasota and the 
bay, is devoted to pleasure, with tables and 
chairs shielded from the sun by large blue 
umbrellas.
    David Lester estimated that 15,000 
people, maybe as many as 25,000, will come 
aboard during the ship’s five-day stay.

David & Lee Ann Lester at the 2011 AIFAF
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Sarasota, FL – The long awaited return of SeaFair has come. Sarasota will be 
the elected city to host the floating fine art venue of Art Sarasota. The 228-foot 
luxury mega-yacht received rave reviews since its debut in 2007 and will return 
for Art Sarasota on March 25th-28th with a VIP Preview March 24th. SeaFair will 
be docked at Marina Jack for the duration of the Fair.
    The ship will host international dealers of a mostly contemporary genre 
while also incorporating a fine art component, ensuring a dynamic mix of art 
with something for everyone. Attendees can expect to see a bevy of artworks 
including fine art glass, paintings, jewelry, design, sculpture, photography and 
furniture.
    In collaboration with some of the exhibiting galleries the Fair will feature 
a number of special artist exhibitions including Projects Gallery’s (Philadelphia) 
art presentation of renowned local artist, Florence Putterman. Putterman has 
been featured in many solo and group exhibitions in the United States and 
Europe. Her works have received numerous awards and can be seen in numerous 
museum and corporate collections including: Metropolitan Museum of Art and 
Brooklyn Museum, New York; Chicago Art Institute, Chicago; and Jacksonville 
Museum, Polk Museum, and Gulf Coast Museum in Florida. Putterman is listed 
in Who’s Who in American Art, Who’s Who in American Women, and Who’s Who 

SARASOTA - Sarasota Bay saw its largest boat dock at the bayfront Wednesday morning.
Seafair, a 228-foot yacht, made a stop at the Marina Jacks marina. The yacht is most 
known for doubling as a floating art gallery. It is the fourth largest private yacht in 
America and weighs 3,200 tons.  It has 5 decks and 28 art gallery spaces. Its owners 
David and Lee Ann Lester are from Naples. 

“Everybody tends to think it draws more water. The boat was set up to cruise the 
intracoastal waterway.  We try to stay out of rough seas. We travel the eastern seaboard 
having art shows,” says Captain Craig Mathews.

Seafair will be in town until March 28th. The yacht will host private parties at night.

in America. The exhibition will display an array of works by the celebrated artist 
including painting and mixed media works from throughout her esteemed 
career. Coinciding with the presentation will be a book signing of the artist’s 
autobiography Entwined Metaphors, Saturday at 3:30pm.
    Other exhibition highlights include: “The Sea”, a mixed media installation 
by Miami/Philadelphia based artist Frank Hyder, presented also by Projects 
Gallery. A Senior Fulbright grant enabled the artist to spend a year in cloud 
forest of Venezuela, after which this artist has staged a number of installations in 
Miami, New York, and Chicago, which are based on his sense of living immersed 
in a tropical world. These take on the character of cave-like spaces. As one steps 
into these spaces the bustle of the outside disappears, filling the eyes and ears of 
the viewer with a tranquility of surprising richness.
    An extensive collection of works by the acclaimed artist Robert Cottingham 
will be featured in the Forum Gallery (New York) exhibition, “Picturing America”. 
Cottingham is considered one of America’s most renowned photorealist. His 
iconic paintings of America have been exhibited throughout the world, and 
are instantly recognized wherever they are shown. The exhibition will present 
approximately 13 of his works ranging from 1981-2009.
    Art Sarasota is honored to present a one-man exhibition by renowned 
fine glass artist Dale Chihuly entitled VENETIAN SERIES REVISITED. The exhibition, 
brought by Art Link International (Lake Worth), will feature works from his 
acclaimed Venetian Series (Completed in the 80’s), in addition to more recent 
works. Chihuly’s work is internationally celebrated and is included in more than 
200 museum collections worldwide. His most well known work locally is perhaps 
the Persian Ceiling and majestic chandeliers at the Naples Museum of Art. He has 
also been the recipient of many awards, including ten honorary doctorates and 
two fellowships from the National Endowment for the Arts. 

    Habatat Galleries (Royal Oak) will exhibit an outstanding installation by 
world-renowned metal sculptor, Albert Paley. The exhibition will feature mixed 
media sculptures of bronze and glass, in addition to more functional pieces such 
as decorative lamps and tables. Paley’s style is dominated by nature; always 
having a sense of the organic, similar to the flowing lines of the Art Nouveau. 
Works by the internationally known artist can be found in the permanent 
collections of many major museums including the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art in New York, the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston, the Museum of Fine Arts in 
Houston, and the Victoria and Albert Museum in London.
    Among Art Sarasota’s distinguished exhibitors include Harmon-Meek 
Gallery (Naples), Holden Luntz Gallery (Palm Beach), Forum Gallery (New York), 
Mark Helliar 20th Century Design (Los Angeles), Berengo Studio 1989 (Murano), 
Habatat Galleries (Michigan), Michael James Fine Art (London), The Silver Fund 
(London), Projects Gallery (Philadelphia), Artlink International (Lake Worth), 
Modern Masters (Indianapolis), Sherry’s Gifts of Gilt (Boca Raton) and Gallery 
Frederic Got (Paris).
    Art Sarasota is organized by International Fine Art Expositions (IFAE) and 
founded by fair directors David and Lee Ann Lester. The Lesters have organized 
over 70 international art and antique fairs in London, Hong Kong, New York, 
Chicago, Miami, Palm Beach, Beverly Hills and Dallas. In addition to operating 
SeaFair, the firm currently organizes the Miami International Art Fair (MIA), Art 
Palm Beach, American International Fine Art Fair, Naples International Art & 
Antique Fair, Art Naples and London’s Summer Olympia Art & Antique Fair.
    The Fair will partner with SARASOTA Magazine, Sarasota Museum of Art, 
the Arts Alliance of Contemporary Glass and the Sarasota Open. Private and 
public events and programming will take place throughout the weekend.
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